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PRESS RELEASE - COMMUNIQUÉ
S.W.A.N.

Spoken Word Arts Network
Organized by Calgary International Spoken Word Festival (CISWF) artistic director Sheri-D Wilson, with inspiration from veteran Toronto dub poet and activist Lillian Allen, the inaugural Banff Spoken Word Summit was a gathering of spoken-word organizers from across Canada. 

The Summit:  In July 2005 a Summit Meeting of 17 International Poets and Spoken Word organizers was held at The Banff Centre for the Arts.  The purpose of this Canada Council sponsored meeting was to facilitate a dialogue between the voices of Spoken Word Poetry. 

Participants:  Kateri Akiwenzie-Damm (Nishin Productions, Cape Croker), Lillian Allen (Dub Collective, Toronto), Jill Battson (Red School House Poetry Primer, Kingston), T.L. Cowan (Coastal Tongue, Edmonton), Ian Ferrier (Wired on Words, Montreal), Bob Holman (Bowery Poetry Project, New York City), Mark Hopkins (CISWF), Randy Jacobs (Canadian Festival of Spoken Word, Van.), D. Kimm (Festival Voix d’Amériques, Montreal), Kevin Matthews (Word Olympics, Ottawa), Sean McGarragle (West Coast Poetry Festival, Vancouver), Ken Mitchell (Folk Poetry Festival, Regina), Dwayne Morgan (Up From The Roots, Toronto), Hilary Peach (Gabriola Island Festival), Mike Roberts (Web Designer, Videographer), Jem Rolls (Edinburgh), Andrea Thompson (The League of Canadian Poets, Toronto), Sheri-D Wilson (Calgary International Spoken Word Festival)
Outcome:  A collaborative group called SWAN (Spoken Word Arts Network) emerged.  This network was formed to develop and further the genre of Spoken Word.  We are taking action to inform the media, educational institutions, governmental bodies and the general public about Spoken Word and the Oral tradition.  One of the group’s main goals is to locate and preserve our history as it is happening now.  This is a time of action and the Spoken Word Community, rural and urban, French and English, will voice the ideas of the people.
FIRST NATIONAL EVENT

LIBERATE THE VOICE DAY

September 17, 2005
Electrifying Spoken Word events will take place in many cities across Canada.  
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for information in English :


    pour informations en français :
Sheri-D Wilson 







      D. Kimm
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